
 
Readings for today: 
 

Genesis 1.1-5 
Psalm 29 
Acts. 19.1-7 
Mark 1.4-11 
 
 

 
God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power; and 
he went about doing good 
and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for 
God was with him. 

Acts 10.38 
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Collect of the Day: 
 

Loving God, your Son came 
to seek the lost, and was 
baptised with sinners:  
grant that we, who have 
been baptised in his name, 
may reach out in love to 
those in need with the 
mercy of Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with 
you, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE TODAY IN 
THE PARISH DUE TO COVID 19 LOCKDOWN  



Daily Readings for the coming week: 
 

Mon: Hebrews 1.1-6; Psalm 97.6-12; Mark 1.14-11 
Tue: Hebrews 2.5-12; Psalm 8.1-6; Mark 1.21-28 
Wed: Hebrews 2.14-18; Psalm 105.1-7; Mark 1-29-39 
Thu: Hebrews 3.7-14; Psalm 95.6-11; Mark 1.40-45 
Fri:   Hebrews 4.1-11; Psalm 78.1-8; Mark 2.1-12 
Sat:    Hebrews 4.12-16; Psalm 19.7-14; Mark 2.13-17 
Sun:   1 Samuel 3.1-10(11-20); Psalm 139.1-5,12-18; 1 Corinthians 6.12-20;  
 John 1.43-51 

Notices: 
 

•Ipswich Council is among those areas in 
lockdown until 6pm Monday 11th January. 
Please stay home, stay safe, and pray that 
this weekend lockdown will stop the 
spread effectively. We will keep you 
informed as we know more regarding later 
restrictions.  
  
 
Pray for those in need: 
 

We give thanks for prayers answered and 
ask for continued prayers for:   
Norm, Julie and family. Lynn. Kim and 
family. Carin and family, Carmel, Kristy 

and family. Glenda and family, Mary and 
Peter. Kevin and Lynn, Benjamin and 
Tiffany Hanel. Jan, Anita and Gordon. 
Robyn. Paul, Ann Perkins, Sylvia. Bill 
Mears.  
 

Pray for those whose need is ongoing:   
 

Ian, Brenda and David, May, Judy and 
Adrian. Mark, Graham and family, Wilma, 
Ron. Irene and Michael. 

 

 
Upcoming Sunday Services in the Parish: 

 

Please register for services on: 0402 482 174  
 

17th January  
9am Morning Prayer St Luke’s Rosewood 

10.30am St Anne’s Hiddenvale—Rev’d Louise 
 

24th January 
9am St James’ Lowood—Rev’d Louise 

 
31st January 

9am St Luke’s Rosewood—Rev’d Louise 



Genesis 1.1-5 

In the beginning when God created[a] the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God[b] swept over the 

face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw 

that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light 

Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

first day. 

Psalm 29 

Acts 19.1-7 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 

where he found some disciples. He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 

became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 

Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 

Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in 

the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came 

upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—  altogether there were about 

twelve of them. 

 

Mark 1.4-11 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.  And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 

Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 

their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 

he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.  I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 The Baptism of Jesus 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 

And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit 

descending like a dove on him. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the 

Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

 



Three Baptisms?         1 / 6  

THREE BAPTISMS? 

Genesis 1.1-5, Psalm 29, Acts 19.1-7, Mark 1:4-11 

Our NT readings this morning from Acts 19 and Mark 1, turn our 

minds to the subject of baptism. 

Baptism is something Christians have in common – believers all 

over the world have been baptised in Christ – be he or she a 

Catholic in Ireland, or a Pentecostal in Nigeria; all are baptised!  

While over its history, the church has found reason to dispute 

and divide, all over the world we are united in Baptism. 

 

But are we? Our two short readings today seem to posit three 

types of baptism, about which we are sometimes in confusion – 

if not in dispute!  

 

Mark’s gospel (1.4-11) this morning refers us to the ministry 

of John the Baptist, about which we were reminded in our recent 

Advent season. 

John prepared the way for the ministry of Jesus Christ in 

preaching a Baptism of Repentance, calling fellow Jews to mark 

their turning away from sin by undergoing water baptism, based 

on a Jewish cleansing rite usually ministered in the temple.    

Many people, all the land, from the southern kingdom of Judea, 

responded to John’s call. 

John urged them to prepare for the coming of another, whose 

sandal strap I am not worthy to untie – such being the duty of 

the lowest servant in a household – who would also baptise – 

but not with water – Jesus would baptise with the Holy Spirit! 

Although Jesus was without sin, Mark tells us He submitted to 

John’s water baptism, by which He legitimised John’s ministry 

and made an act of dedication of His own! 

 

The apostle Paul’s third missionary journey, embraced the 

visit to Ephesus, about which we read in Acts 19 this morning. 
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While we don’t have the whole story, it seems we are some 

years into Paul’s ministry – and that other disciples who have 

preceded his visit, have left the local believers somewhat 

confused – we could say, devoid, of certain detail concerning 

the ministry of Holy Spirit. 

Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? He asks the 

believers he encounters there. 

Never heard of a Holy Spirit, comes their unequivocal reply! 

Paul’s response indicates that Holy Spirit is an important factor 

of baptism – and should have been so in conjunction with the 

baptism they had received!    

He is told they were baptised into John’s baptism, to which Paul 

explains, John had taught there was more to being a believer 

than submitting to his baptism – they should also believe on the 

one who would came after him, that is on Jesus Christ! 

Acts 19 tells us that upon hearing this, the people were 

baptised, likely at their request, in the name of the Lord Jesus 

and received an impartation of the Holy Spirit, which leads us to 

the third of the three baptisms referred to in our two passages, 

the Baptism with the Holy Spirit, the one of the three that 

remains a matter of confusion in the church today 

John had declared Jesus would baptise with the Holy Spirit, but 

apart from Jesus telling the disciples before His ascension to 

Heaven that this baptism was imminent, the phrase baptism 

with or in the Holy Spirit is not used elsewhere in the New 

Testament. 

But it is clear from the breadth of New Testament writings that 

Jesus intended that the prophesied pouring out, or baptism with 

the Holy Spirit – experienced first at Pentecost, would be 

essential for the effective working and building of the Church. 

Paul wrote letters to make clear how important this knowledge 

and experience of Holy Spirit was. 
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1 Corinthians 12 which provides key teaching on the gifts of the 

Holy Spirit was likely written during Paul’s stay in Ephesus, and 

the confusion he encountered there was a possible trigger for 

the teaching in 1 Corinthians. 

Paul acted immediately to correct the situation in Ephesus – He 

told the believers there; 

John indeed baptised with a baptism of repentance, saying to 

the people that they should believe on Him who would come 

after Him, that is, on Christ Jesus. 

Hearing this, the Ephesians were baptised again – this time in 

the name of the Lord Jesus – in the very next verse, we read 

that following the baptism, Paul laid hands on them (and) the 

Holy Spirit came upon them and they spoke with tongues and 

prophesied. 

Pentecost happened all over again! 

So, it can be claimed the Christians in Ephesus experienced 

three-fold baptism under Paul. 

1. first through water by Apollos in John’s baptism of 

repentance;  

2. then through water again by Paul or another of his team, in 

the Name of Jesus when Holy Spirit was initially received; 

3.  and finally through the laying on of the apostle Paul’s hand, 

Jesus baptised them with the Holy Spirit – just as Joel had 

prophesied and as John the Baptist had said Jesus would. 

Where does that leave us - do we need three baptisms 

too? 

From the links of public expression of repentance in the church’s 

baptismal liturgies; the cleansing of John’s baptism; the spiritual 

new birth as children of God and co-heirs with Christ of the 

kingdom of God; it is clear that from a very early stage, the 

Church blended the first two baptisms into one rite in which 

those who submitted to it received the Sacrament of Baptism. 

But what about the third baptism ministered to the Ephesians - 

the laying on of hands with the Holy Spirit coming upon the 

believers – like at Pentecost? 
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The church has rarely been in one mind on the need of second 

(and recurring) inputs of the Holy Spirit apart from at water 

Baptism, but I will just make these observations. 

Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit, yet all four gospels tell that on 

occasions after Jesus’ baptism, Holy Spirit came upon Him. 

That Jesus received a special anointing by Holy Spirit for 

ministry at this time is without question – Mark says 

immediately after He came on Jesus, Holy Spirit drove Him into 

the wilderness on a 40 day fast to be tempted by the devil. 

Luke similarly tells us Jesus had been filled with the Spirit and 

after defeating the devil in the wilderness, He returned in the 

power of the Spirit to commence His ministry in Galilee. 

There is no doubt that something extraordinary and powerful 

happened to Jesus – but it did not happen with His baptism. 

Rather, just as it did the Ephesians in our Acts 19 reading, the 

anointing followed Baptism. 

It seems Jesus’ 12 apostles all received John’s baptism – the 11 

remaining received the Holy Spirit on the night of Jesus’ 

resurrection – and yet Jesus told them weeks later to not 

commence their ministry until they had been empowered from 

on high – a clear reference to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 

at the first Christian Pentecost. 

And it didn’t end there! 

We know that only weeks later after a time of persecution, the 

disciples met and prayed for strength – grant to your servants 

that with all boldness they may speak your word. 

We are told immediately – hear that word again, immediately 

after they had prayed, the place where they were, was shaken 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke the 

word of God with boldness. 

My question is – it must be – are we, in the mainstream church, 

missing out on something here? 
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If Jesus’ immediate disciples required a second and subsequent 

empowering of the Holy Spirit – may not we also? 

Some say that because the Church baptises in the Name of the 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit – as Jesus commissioned us to, the 

fullness of the Spirit’s anointing as experienced by Jesus – and 

the disciples at Pentecost, is received at a believer’s baptism. 

While I do not rule out this possibility, do the rites and liturgies 

of the church support New Testament claims that second and 

further blessing of the Holy Spirit can be obtained beyond our 

baptism? 

I believe so! 

The rite of Confirmation is liturgically ministered – often well 

after baptism by a visiting bishop, who lays hands on those 

seeking confirmation, praying, Strengthen, Lord, your servant 

with your Holy Spirit. Empower and sustain (him or her) for 

your service. 

A prayer that follows asks that those confirmed will daily 

increase in Your Holy Spirit more and more…. 

Although confirmation itself is a once off blessing, the 

confirmation service provides to as many who want and as often 

they want, a rite of Reaffirmation, in which the bishop lays 

hands on those seeking and prays May the Holy Spirit who has 

begun a good work in you direct and uphold you in the service 

of Christ and His kingdom. 

I believe the practice of laying on of hands and seeking the 

empowerment of the Holy Spirit a second (or third) time is 

prescribed by scripture and allowed in our liturgies, but 

we have, for the most part neglected it. 

There is no doubt we all need it - I certainly do! 

So, I want to provide opportunity now to those who would seek 

a special blessing of Holy Spirit. Let us pray the prayer of 

reaffirmation from our APBA p.91. 
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May the Holy Spirit who has begun a good work in you 

direct and uphold you in the service of Christ and his 

kingdom. God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

bless, preserve and keep you. Amen. 

MINISTRY 


